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Lenin attached great importance to this independent step of the Zinnnerwald
Left. He wrote that it was "the first pronouncement of the core of the Left
Social-Democrats of all countries who have a clear, precise and foil reply
to the question as to what is to be done, and what course to follow."*

At the Zimmerwald Conference Lenin demonstrated what genuine revolu-
tionary tactics were, tactics which equally abhorred both ideological com-
promises with the opportunists and sectarianism.

The Russian Bolsheviks, and the Lefts who followed their Iead3 con-
stituted an insignificant minority in the working-class movement of that
period. But this did not daunt Lenin, The fact that we are only a few at
present^ he saM5 is not so important; we shall have millions with us, for the
position of the Bolsheviks is the only correct position. Lenin's activities and
the slogans he issued., served to rally millions of future fighters and to prepare
them for the assault on capitalism.

While engaged in numerous practical activities in organizing and rallying
the forces of the revolutionary proletariat in the European countries, Lenin
devoted much time and attention to theory.

During the first months of the war he .wrote an article for Granatss
Encyclopedic Dictionary, entitled : "Karl Marx/5 in which he gave a concise
and yet complete characterization and exposition of the tenets of Marx.

At this time also he resumed Ms studies of the works of Hegel3 and in
1914-15* while living in Berne3 he made many excerpts from Hegel's works
(Logky The Philosophy of History and The History of Philosophy),, and also
from the works of other philosophers (Aristotle and Feuerbach). These
excerptsa and his commentaries on them, constitute Lenin's famous Philoso-
phical Notebooks.

, Lenin's Philosophical Notebooks give us an insight into his methods of
scientific theoretical study. Carefully choosing all that was valuable in the
works of Hegel, he3 step by step, exposed the fallacy of Hegel's idealism,
Lenin continued the work of Marx and Engels in creating and formulating
the scientific grounds for materialist dialectics. Intending to write a brief
outline of the principles of the Alandst dialectical method hea in his Philo$o~
-phical Notebooks^ described all the elements of the dialectical method and still
further elaborated the principles of dialectical materialism.

At the same time he continued assiduously to study the agrarian questiona
the state of agriculture^ and the conditions of the peasantry in capitalist
countries. He carefully studied the returns of the agricultural censuses of the
United States and other countries^ and the result of these labours was a book
he wrote in 1914-15 on capitalism and agriculture in the United States of
America* which was published^ however, only in 1917. This was the first part
of a work he intended to write on New Data on the Laws of Development of
Capitalism in Agriculture^ but which he was unable to finish.

Lenin devoted special attention to the task of elaborating the Marxist
views on war. He studied and analysed from the materialist point of view
the best of what had been produced by bourgeois military science. He had a
high opinion, of the works of that outstanding military thinker of the nine-
teenth century^ Clausewitz. He regarded Ms proposition that "war is the
continuation of policy by other" (viz^ violent) "means" as being of the
utmost importance as a clue to the character of every war. It is impossible
to understand the character of a given war unless one studies the policies
which led up to and paved the way for 'it. Quoting the passage in which
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